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the Mint. It is hereby ordered that a poorly struck
Louis shall be struck again." In the same month
an epitaph dedicated to Chancellor Maupeou was
in circulation:

Ci-gtt Maupeou F abominable y
Ci-gtt avec lui son esprit.
Passanty ne crains point son semblable;
Jamais monstre ne reproduit*

When the minister's father died a new epitaph
was composed:

Ci-gtt un vieux coquin qui mourut de colere
D* avoir fait un coquin., plus coquin que son pere.

On the new Parliament established by Maupeou
and Louis XV was retailed a most popular piece of
satire:

Quand fe vois ce tas de v ermine
Que I9on erige en Parlement,
Je les pendrais tous sur la mine>
Disait le bourreau gravement;
Mais., en vertue d*une sentence
De ce conseil irregulier
Je ne pourraisy en consciencey
Pendre meme le chancelier.

These few examples, selected from among many,
show the railing spirit that animated the opposition.
Never had so much slander and menace been
poured on statesmen. Insolence passed all known
limits; already could be discerned the distant roar
of the succeeding reign., and already the pens were
in the making that would demand in book and